[ 776 ] 

Vlf. Esctraft of a Letter from Jof. Ignat. de 
Torres, M. 2). to the Royal Society, 
containing an extraordinary Cafe of the 
Heart o/tf C#/7# turned upiide down. 

Gandia in Vakntia, March 19. 1 7 3 * . AT. £ 



UPON occafion of mentioning Anatomy, 
I am in Hopes you will not be dif- 
pleafed with an Account of a new and furprifing 
Prodigy concerning the Heart, the like of which was 
never hitherto obferved, till I faw it on the 29th of 
"December 17^6. in a new-born Female Infant of the 
Town of Almoyna, and faithfully delineated it. In- 
numerable Thanomena have been obferved in the 
human Heart, fome few of which 1 fhall mention. 

Ballonius faw a Heart fo large, that its monftrous 
Size alone, without any Defed in the Lungs, occa- 
sioned an Afthma, 

Bartholinus found Caruncles in the Ventricles. 

Spilembergerus obferved a fmall Bone therein, 
which occafioned a Ththifis. 

Zacuttis Lujitanus tells us from the Report of 
another Perfon, that a * Worm was found in the Left 
Ventricle, which brought on dreadful Symptoms. 
Its Head was yellow, its Body white, and its Tail 

iplit. 

Riolanus opened the Body of a Man, whofe Heart 
was cartilaginous. 

According to Raygerus, the Aorta with the 
Valves was found offiliedj which was the Caufe 
of fudden Death. Ge- 



* Rather a Pofypur* C. M x 



[ 777 ] 

Genejtus of Valencia, a very able Phyftcian, has 
apprifed me in one of his Letters, that, upon opening 
his young Son, he found the Heart inverted j that is, 
the Left Ventricle on the Right, and the Right on 
the Left Side. 

Amorofius faw a Heart with Two Points, which on 
the Outfide (hewed the Two Ventricles. 

Sirenarius found a Heart with its Cone in the 
Right Side, and there the Pulfation was conftantly 
felt. 

Martine&ius, Firft Phyfician to the King of Spain* 
obferved in a new-born Male Infant, the Heart pufhed 
out of the Breaft, with its Cone, and Bafis lying hori- 
zontal, and without a Pericardium: A new and 
remarkable Phenomenon ; as if the Heart, not bearing 
fo clofe a Confinement, burft through the Breaft, 
and, having broke the Sternum, appeared on the 
Outfide. 

I omit Benivenus, Muretus, Scultetus, and Gierf* 
dorf, who obferved the Heart hairy, and found Stones, 
Polypufes and Abfcejfes in its Ventricles. 

In fine, I have obferved, in a new-born Female 
Infant, the Heart without a Pericardium, and turned 
upfide down, fo that its Bafis, with all the VefTels, 
hjid fallen down as low as the Navel 5 and its Apex, 
ftili on the Left Side, lay hid between the Two 
Lungs. It would be a great Pleafure to me, to tranf- 
mit this uncommon Obfervation to Pofterity in a 
proper Light. But as it will require a Difcourfe too 
large for a Letter, and am apprchenfive of being 
tedious, at prcfent I only fend you this Notice of it 5 
but promjfe that as foon as I have finifhed a Differ- 
tation thereon, which I have already begun, I will 

fend 



[ 77% ] 

fend it to the Royal Society, with a Figure of the 
Infant, with the Parts in their proper Site. One 
thing I cannot pafs in Silence* viz;, how the Circu- 
lation could be carried on, the Heart being thus in- 
verted $ and yet the Child lived feveral Days after 
Birth. I obferved the Heart from its Bafis, whence 
the Aorta and pulmonary Artery fpring, and where 
the Cava and pulmonary Vein enter it, to its Cone~ 
furrounded loofely with feverai Windings of thefe 
Veffels, through which the Blood's Circulation mud 
neeeflarily be performed. A wonderful Sagacity in 
Nature ! but I (hall referve the reft for my Trad:. 




YIII. Johannes Caftillioneus 7) m de Mon- 
tagny, V. 2). Thllofoph. ^Pref. in Acad. Lau- 
zannefi, Reg. Soc.Lond. Soc. &c. de Curva 
Cardioide, de Figura fuafic difia. 

S. P. 

ON ignoro, V. C. novarum curvarum invefti- 
_ gationem, tanquam nimis Analyftis facilem, 
contemni: Cum tamen D. Carre, non mediocris 
Geometra Regime Scientiarum Academic, (28 Feb. 
1705.) novam curvam, quanquam mtcfummafe quern 
faftigia rerum y proponere non dubitaritj cur tibi, 
viro in amicos benigniffimo, nonnulla, quae mihi 
ejufdem Carre diflfertationem legenti venerunt in 
mentem, fcribere non aufim I Sed procemiis omiffis, 
ad rem. 

Semicirculi B M A, (Fig. 1. 2. 3. Tab. III.) diameter 
BA, ita, pun&o B peripheriam radens, ut femper 

trant 



